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SUBJECT: TENSIONS IN RL TO GENERATE NEWS STORY 

1 . MUNICH-BASED FREE LANCE JOURNALIST JOHN DORNBERG VISITED 
CONGEN TODAY AT HIS REQUEST TO DISCUSS STORY HE IS PREPARING 
ON DISSENSION IN RL'S RUSSIAN SERVICE. DORNBERG INDICATED THAT 
HE PLANNED TO FILE STORY LATER THIS WEEK OR EARLY NEXT AND 
EXPECTED IT TO BE PUBLISHED BEFORE MARCH 30 BY SEVERAL US PAPERS. 
DORNBERG BELIEVES STORY VIRTUALLY CERTAIN TO APPEAR IN "WASH 
INGTON STAR." 

2. DORNBERG APPEARED TO BE VERY WELL BRIEFED ON RECENT INTERNAL 
DIFFICULTIES IN RL'S RUSSIAN SERVICE. HE IS AWARE OF RL- 
STAFFER’S RECOURSE TO THE COURTS, CONTROVERSY CAUSED BY RL 
ARMENIAN SERVICE STAFFER'S CLASH WITH DISSIDENT LEONID PLYUSH 
AND INTERNAL CONTROVERSIES OVER PROGRAM CONTENTS. HE IS ALSO 
AWARE OF ALLEGATIONS BY SOME RL EMPLOYEES OF "THIRD IMMIGRATION" 
THAT NTS INFLUENCE INCREASED DRAMATICALLY FOLLOWING NOVEMBER 76 
REORGANIZATION OF RUSSIAN SERVICE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MUNICH 00767 161608Z 


3. JUDGING FROM HIS COMMENTS TO POLITICAL OFFICER, WHO DIS- 
CUSSED SITUATION AT RL ON "OFF-THE-RECORD" BASIS, DORNB ERG’S 
SOURCES THUS FAR ARE LARGELY EMPLOYEES FROM "THIRD IMMIGRATION." 

4. WHEN IT BECAME CLEAR THAT DORNBERG FIRMLY INTENDED TO 
PUBLISH STORY, POLOFF ATTEMPTED TO PUT TENSIONS BETWEEN "OLD" 
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AND "NEW" EMIGRE EMPLOYEES AT RL RUSSIAN SERVICE INTO LARGER 
CONTEXT. POLOFF NOTED THAT TO A VERY LARGE DEGREE, TENSIONS IN 
RL REFLECT DIFFERENCES OF VIEW BETWEEN VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF SOVIET 
IMMIGRATION. POLOFF ALSO EMPHASIZED GREAT INHERENT DIFFICULTY IN 
MANAGING ORGANIZATION WHICH WAS SUBJECT TO SO MANY OUTSIDE 
INFLUENCES AND PRESSURES, AND SOME OF WHOSE EMPLOYEES DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND WESTERN CONCEPTS OF BALANCE, FAIRNESS AND "NEWS 
OBJECTIVITY." 

5. POLOFF NOTED THAT KIND OF STORY DORNBERG MIGHT WRITE COULD 
HAVE NEGATIVE FALLOUT FOR RL AND SISTER STATION RFE IN THREE 
AREAS: (A) IN FRG, WHERE IT MIGHT HAVE EFFECT OF ERODING SUPPORT 
FOR RADIOS; (B) IN USSR AND EE, WHERE IT UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD 
BE USED TO FURTHER ALREADY MAJOR PROPAGANDA AND DISINFORMATION 
EFFORT AGAINST STATIONS; AND (C) IN US CONGRESS, WHERE IT 
COULD HAVE UNRAVELLING EFFECT ON PRESENT BIPARTISAN SUPPORT 
FOR THE STATIONS. 
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